
Scope Database Link: https://sdbindex.com/documents/00000430/00001-38218.pdf
Article Link: http://journals.rcmss.com/index.php/ijpcs/article/view/49/36

Manuscript ID : 00001-38218 Source ID : 00000430

International Journal of Peace and Conflict Studies

Volume 7, Issue 1, December 2020, Pages 48-51, Page Count - 4

A Critique of John L. Austin on Speech Acts Theory 

 Baridisi Hope Isaac (1) Ishmael Ukie Gwunireama (2) Tamunosiki Victor Ogan (3)

(1) Department of Linguistics and Communication Studies, University of Port Harcourt, Port Harcourt, Nigeria. 
(2) Department of Philosophy, University of Port Harcourt, Port Harcourt, Nigeria. 
(3) Department of Philosophy, University of Port Harcourt, Port Harcourt, Nigeria. 

Abstract
There is no doubt that whatever we observe as reality is a function of the language we speak in relation to the response or reaction it evokes in
the attitudes of the listeners. This paper explores the theory of speech acts which is central to the enterprise of Austin`s ordinary language
philosophy. It attempts a philosophical appraisal of his speech acts theory as a psycholinguistic phenomenon. It utilizes the method of
hermeneutics or verisimilitude. It also employs textual analysis of both primary and secondary texts. It is essentially a resource material for a
robust understanding of contemporary issues in sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics, pragmatics, analytic philosophy, etc. In conclusion, a case is
made that Austin`s idea of speech acts is an important or seminal contribution to the study of language, as a linguistics phenomenon,and its usage
in human communication. It recommends a faithful application of Austin`s lofty ideals regarding the use of language.
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